The Oriental Congresses.
though not now worshipped publicly, receive the private homage of nominal Christians. He enumerated the names of the different gods formerly worshipped. He was followed by Zyren-Jlob Sakharoff, one of the principal chiefs of the Buriats, who was also dressed in the costume of his country, and spoke Russian. He dwelt beyond the Lake Baikal, and was a member of the great Mongol race, who are Buddhist in religion, and Nomads, inhabiting tents during the summer, and wooden houses, erected in spots suitable for pasturage, during the winter. They have turned to agriculture in a slight degree, but it is considered a good beginning. They have a certain amount of civilization and use both the Tibetan and Mongolian characters, and have lately begun to learn Russian. It was interesting to hear this specimen of Russian civilization of the East tell his story, and then to contrast him mentally with the ordinary type of Anglo-Bengali civilization turned out yearly in such numbers by our Colleges. England and Russia have both the great and noble task before them of enforcing peace among the countries of Asia, and introducing anew civilization. What kind of intellectual manufacture would the Russo-Bengali have been? and would the Anglo-Buriat have been the simple, honest creature who appeared before the Congress, improved no doubt by Russian culture, but not transformed and degraded ?
Professor Vassilieff then undertook to throw light upon the important question propounded to the Congress, how it came about that Siberia had for two thousands years poured her population into Central Asia, and since the Russian occupation had ceased to do so. VassiliefPs explanation was original: he denied that Siberia ever had been the nursery of nations, but on the contrary, in his opinion^ Siberia has been the asylum of nationalities driven from the south, and that from Mongolia, the north of China and the Altaic range, had gone forth the Huns, the Mongols and the Turks.
He then answered another question on the subject of the form of religious faith, called " Shamanisn/' He derived the word from the Sanskrit " Sramana," through the Chinese word *' Sha-myn." He admitted that some gave the word another derivation, It appeared that Shamanisn was a form of Buddhism, but in direct antagonism to Lamaism. It is not possible to get more accurate details from the discursive remarks of the learned Professor.
The next section was that of ftrans-Caucasia, under the presidency of the distinguished professor of Armenian^ himself an Armenian by birth, Professor Patkhanoff. M. Berger laid before the Congress specimens of the songs of the Tartars of Azerbnan ia Persia, in the peculiar dialect of the Turki language. The